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prvieges. For $99.95 3 year, mesmbes can ls heit home on the site and begin contacting

Coronado Island, a canal house in Amsterdam

other members who own beautiful homes
across the globe, including all over th
Coachella Valley President Ed Kushins lists
both his sccond home in Palm Desert and his
main residence in Hermosa Beach as part of
the progeam, swapping with other members
0 plan vacations with his wife to London,
Paris, San r\ Hawaii, Dublin, and
New York Ci

it the i quickly evsl the
quantiey and quality of houses, condos, villas

o “Lake Tahoe” and
see why members like Marten

Barcelon:

Staying in a nice hotel costs  small
fortune nowadays, and you don't have the
Kind of freedom or faclticsthat you have in
ahome.” says Plante, who has handed over
the keys o hissouth Palm Springs home s
he left for exchanges in Laguna Beach
and Sonoma Couny's wine country Over

foot photographer’s oft n New York Cify's Soho

the Web sie, he has
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‘ome members learned of
the site through the movie
“The Holday stareing,
Cameron Diz, Kate
Winsle, Jude Law: and
Jack Black The film tells
the story of two vomen
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y trade homes

between Los Angeles and England. While

not every HomeExchange com member

may profess 0 ife

changing experience,

the overwhelming

majority scem to find

it posicively addicting

True, if the homeown

ers take tea but never

coffee. there won't

be acoffeemaker in

sight. If the switch

for the kitchen light

isunder s cabinet or

e heir lives

home vacations.

“To prepare a home for exchange, owners
gencraly put away anyehing highly break-
sble or valuable, have the house cleaned.

d prepare st or binder of tips — any-
thing from where to enjoy the best brunch
i town to thetrick of geting the water
temperature in the shower justright. When
they arcive a their chosen home, they usu-
aly find the “Micass s wcass” s in
full effect. Members like to leave a bortle of
winc or a welcome snack for their guests

“The general rule s to leave the house
exactly as you found it and to take care of
the home as you expeet your parter to
take care of yours ” Kushins says. As lon
as they follow that golden rule, members
don't need to have comparzble homes to
make a successful exchange. A modest
Manhattan apartment in the Village might
be worth as much as a gof course condo
10 desert dwellers aching for a week in the
B Apele A propeeys sppel ll nhe
eye of the ex

ashins sy the ide behind he

night for a small room without a view. But

—

it turned into much more, with mem-
ber testimonials lauding the experiences
of mesingne popl, g in e
comfor of  lovely home

e aeas slocal o smpling shelle
people realy ive.

About 30 percent of the site’slstings
are second homes, which works out well
since the exchanges don't need to be si
multancous. Assuming the second home is
vacant for much of the year, members can
travel when or them with-

So-foor yacht with a captain.

Even families find HomeExchange com
has helped them plan vacations. Those
with children are relieved to arrive
and find a rib, highchair, toys, and a
Kitchen in which they can warm up a
bottle or whip up a peanut-burter-and-
jelly sandswich.

hannon and Aaron Acton live with
their daughters, ages 3 and 13, in Placentia
and own a second home in La Quinta
PGA West. They had signed up for and

en about the

out synchroniz.
ing schedules

overaweekend, swapping a desers home
for abeach house. ski chaler, or mountain
cottage: The holidays, too, end up being

a popular time for exchanges, particularly
among those visiting family in another
city or those who simply want a change
of pace. ;

on The Travel Channel.

program unilthey received an e-mai
From a family in Corsica, France, who
wanted to visit Disneyland. The exchange
was a thiilfor the whole family "Weid
never i a millon ycars hought sbovt go
ing to Corsica” says Shannon, who has rc
ceived a namber of exchange offrs by avid
golfers - even from Scotland, the home
7y of ol “You ger
I b s
family through

o sueprises other
than how well it
s worked

In the case
of members
with pets, some.
offer to board
them during the
exchange while
others make ita
reqied artof

cxbiogngaich
other pet owners
or those who
miss having one
around the house. For homeowners seck
ing the best of the best, 3500 a year covers
ahomelisting on HomeExchangeGold com.
an e siter e devoted o e prope
ties and estates, including centuries-old
Italian stone farmhouses and a hilliop
w in the French Riviera

“Personally. I would rather have some-
one there when [m not home.” says Kushins
who has been house-hopping since he
started the company in 1992, “By the time
you've arranged your exchange, the other
paty is anything but a stranger”



