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Trading places
Swapping houses makes for unusual vacation experience
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“Members join knowing they can save thousands of dollrs over 3 hotel vacation,”
Kushins sad. "They a0 find they can get even greater benefits from the unque
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their personal information through the liting and get 3 feel for them by ther e-mais. By

ad agreed to the exchange wih the famly in France we must have
exchanged 12 or more e-mais.”
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The Trolles, along wh their daughter, Kay, swiched homes for two weeks wih Marc | |View thousands of homes

i Brien, 47, 3 computer scentst, and hs wife, Anne, 46, 3 Bboratory technican and their | fOr sale i Dabliy CT.
frei three chidren, 3ges 10, 13 and 16. The Briens had kaady experienced five other home | [Fast
exchanges, incuding houses n Sweden, Canada and the U.S. g
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The Briens ived n Le Rheu, Brittany,  small town in western France
o ther e-mai isting, "the neghbors are very friendly and welcoming.

ihere, according

The Next Oil Boom
See who's pumping cash
The Briens' four-bedroom home had two terraces, 2 rge garden, 3 barbecue and by making oilfor $13 21
garden fumure. They Isted other temotatons such as chidren's toys, vdeo games, | | calind for $59

Food and wine, five bikes, 3 pano and 2 car. winvestmants com

The Trolkes, who live on North Street, countered with descriptions of their own four-
bedroom home sayng it was “Clean, nicely decorated and full air-condoned” an
overlooked  fild where horses graze.
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After they lef, the Briens, who spent much of therr time tourng the ares, s-maied:
“Ridgeield s very nice and pleasant. We were very sad to leave the house

The Trolles, meanwhile, retumed wich their own memories and reminders of how much
they lke the home exchange program.

T enoy good food 5o 1ike going to the local food stares,” sad Michael Trolle. "They
don't ezt the same things we eat and the labels aren't n Engish 50 ' 2 chalenge. We
a0 discovered ' mportant to show up wEh your own shoppng bag.

Stephanie Troli especaly remembered the bread in France.
e bred e ot i corpors it we ok oo i o
2nd sich 3 Bt ofthe peopl' ss. W aven found 3 oecl bord 1 the ke of
the house where they cui

Other snapshots incude the day when one neighbor brought round a bottle of
*wonderful ol French wie” and the trme when another brought fowers.

“We met evaryone n the neighborhood,” Stephanie Trole said. "Everyons was very
pleasant.”

For the Troles' son, Thomas, who was makng his fist trp to Europe, it was "an
nteresting experience.

"It was 3 lot better than the traditional vacation in hotels,” Thormas Trole sa feel
mors esed when your n someone s Home. My taacher sven asked about £ and
Tsuggested

The Trolesconced that whis most people they mest ke the concept of exchanging
homes, they're akso concerned about the securty asp:

"Ik cha's thf biggest concem, Wichae! Trolls 3. “They ask I & ssfe?” and
"Would Tbe comfortable kaving my home weth someoné ek

Kushins 531 th3t in 14 years of operations and tens of thousands of exchanges, the
network has never had a report of a theft or maicious vandalsm.

004 communication minmizes misplaced expectations,” Kushins s3d. “Ask for referras
shout oror xpectatns.

Kushins s3d whie s prudent to put away “realy valuable” tems and jewety,
homeouners usualy Just leave things where they are.

“We've never had 3 bad experience,” Michael Trolle said. "ot 3 single ftem has ever
been taken or gone missng. I think when you start communicating wich people who
want to do a house exchange and see pictures, you get  realfeel for who they are.”

One souvenithe Trolles brought back from France is 3 lving reminder of ther trp - s 3
at.

“There were 3 ot of stray cats n the neighborhood who were maiourshed,” Stephanie
Trolle ai. “Vihen 1 scarted putting out scr2ps and they came ©o the house, 1decided
o bring one home.”

e feine 3 e the Troles dacidd to cal LaReo,” now shares et home i 3 10-
yeard dog mamed Taco and anather Gt named “Coneyak.”
nt0 3 big fat American cat,” Stephanie Trolle s3d. “He seems

o For more information on the home exchange program, vist to
v HomeExchange.com.

o Contact Brian Saxton at
bsaxton@newstimes.com
orat (203) 7313332
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